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Background and objectives
It is commonly accepted that a sustainability transition to a low-carbon system can only be achieved through efforts at
different levels and scales, i.e., policy instruments from public authorities, initiatives from business actors and civic
initiatives at local, regional, national and international levels. Thus, transitions, for instance through behaviour change,
cannot be levered only through “top-down”, i.e. governmental hierarchical governance modes but also calls for nongovernmental actors (NGOs, grassroots, civil society, science, smaller businesses etc.) at a micro or meso (e.g.
local/regional; individual/small scale societal) level and also for “softer types” of instruments, like information, nudging or
feedback. This “bottom-up governance” (BuG) includes arrangements with complimentary and targeted interventions
(policy dimension), and also differentiated politics and polity arrangements, i.e. a diversity of governance actors, their
interests and constellations, as well as structural frame conditions.
However, despite a big body of literature contributing to a better understanding of participation and engagement of
different actors, there is still a gap in understanding how different bottom-up actors, i.e. not only early adopters but also
different groups within “the majority” of individuals as well as business actors or initiatives in the different fields of
sustainability (energy, climate, food, mobility, social issues/poverty) can be engaged with lasting effects. For this to be
achieved, disciplinary boundaries and black boxes have to be overcome and more inter- and transdisciplinary research has
to happen to integrate the multiple factors of ECB-related BuG.
In this session we will put the spotlight on different BuG approaches from different interdisciplinary/transdisciplinary
perspectives. In particular, it will be discussed how to engage local actors, build knowledge, and support networks among
existing bottom-up renewable energy initiatives. Furthermore, we will shed a light on how to set up inclusive, participatory
local districts in terms of considering justice requirements. Regarding engagement of citizens, we will also discuss how to
deal with societal tensions, particularly between rural and urban populations. In addition, we investigate how to engage
individuals in sustainable relevant practices (e.g. carsharing practices) and how to engage societal groups as enablers to
set up collective learning processes. Finally, we explore different perceptions of the question of individual versus societal
responsibilities within sustainability transitions.
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Significance for the advancement of People-Environment relations
The session addresses different person-community-institution relations with a focus on bottom-up governance
arrangements. Particularly, we investigate how to engage different actors, ranging from individuals in different areas,
focusing on different practices, to different societal stakeholder groups. We also include justice, network and communitybased considerations. Moreover, we explicitly focus on people-society connections regarding questions of responsibility
and collective learning processes.
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